Unit 1st  
Adult education and Distance education: 
Q. What do you mean by adult education? 
Ans. Adult education, as is clear from the name, implies education of adults, mainly those who could get any formal education in early days of their lives. Literacy and citizenship are the two main ingredients of adult education.   
 According to S.N. Mukerti’s view, Adult education may be defined broadly as to include all instruction, formal or informal, imparted to adults. In India adult education has two aspects. 
 Adult literacy, i.e. Education of those adults who never had any schooling
.  Continuation education of the adult literature. 
Need and Importance Of Adult Education:-Adult education is needed of the following considerations: 
1. Inculcation of scientific temperament. 2. Liquidation elements of fatalism and superstitions. 3. Development of awareness regarding the work done during five year plans. 4. Development of values of emotional integration and national unity. 5. Development of worthy leisure time pursuits. 
6. Development of basic essentials for healthy life. 7. Deriving benefit from new knowledge. 8. Improvement of qualities like follower ship and leadership. 9. Development of basic and upgraded skills. 10. Development of vocational efficiency. 11. Preservation and promotion of culture. 
National Literacy Mission(NLM):- The NLM was set up in 1988 with objective of imparting functional literacy to 80 million adult illiterates in the age group 15-35 by 1995. It was extended to cover 100 million by 1997 (i.e by the end 8th plan). Now the target for full literacy is the year 2005. 
National Literacy Mission:- However, despite the efforts at the universalization of primary education and adult education in the past, the number of illiterates have progressively increased from 300 million in 1951 to 437 million in 1981. So adult education received proper attention during the last ten years. Administrative and technical resources structures have been established.  
 Ministry of human resources development in collaboration with universities etc launched the NLM in 1987 with a definite plan. The main objectives are: 
1) Become aware of causes of deprivation. 2) Achieve self-reliance in literacy and numeracy. 3) Acquire skills to improve status. 4) Development of integration, conservation of environment, women’s equality etc. 
UNESCO has evolved a plan of action to help members states in all regions of the world to eradicate illiteracy by the year 2000. The total literacy campaign by UNESCO willing to achieve the aim literacy for all by 2000 act which has been mentioned in the National Policy on education. According to UNESCO’ s general conference and executive Board, we are to enter the 21st century as an illiteracy free world. This goal was appreciated in 1988 by 21 Governments of members states and four international Non Government Organizations. 
National Literacy Mission: 
During the eighties, Government of India launched upon five Technology Missions: i) Rural Drinking Water, ii) Immunization, iii) Oilseeds, iv) Tele communication, and v) National Literacy Mission. These missions were designed for meeting the dire needs and minimum requirements of the nation on priority basis. They reflected the political will and ideological commitment of the government and assumed special significance as well as urgency. The National Literacy mission (NLM) is therefore, a social mission which implies that adequate awareness and motivation have to be generated at all levels. A national consensus was created for mobilizing social forces and suitable mechanism needs to develop for facilitating active participation of the people. It is also emphasized that latent capabilities should be energized with the ultimate objective of promoting a qualitative improvement of living and working conditions. 
Objectives of NLM: The mission aims at imparting functional literacy to 80 million illiterate persons in the age group of 15-35 years- 30 million by 1990 and additional 50 million by 1995. The following objectives have been enunciated of the NLM. 
1. Achieving self-reliance in literary and numeracy. 2. Generating awareness about te cause of deprivation. 3. Improving conditions through organization and participation in the process of development. 4. Acquiring skills to improve the economic status and general wellbeing. 5. Imbibing the values of national integration, conservation of environment, women’s equality and observance of small family norms. 
With a view to deriving optimum results from literacy programmes a national wide network of continuing education has been established though new institutions and utilization of existing infrastructures, open and distance learning, etc. the national policy on education has visualized the universalization of education for age group 6-11 years by 1990 and for the age group by 1995. Besides the substantial improvement is envisaged of elementary education. 
The NLM has emerged is an innovative and comprehensive program of adult and continuing education and envisaged under the nation policy on education (NPE) and as enunciated in the programme of action (POA) after a detailed review of the on-going programmes. As a technological mission it would harness and utilize the findings of scientific and technological research for the nation, particularly for the benefit of the deprived sections of the society. 
Total Literacy Campaign In India (TLC 1990):- 
According to decisions of UNESCO’s General conference and Executive Board, we are to enter the 21th  century as an illiteracy free world. This goal was appreciated in 1988 by 21 Government of MEMBER STATES AND FOUR INTERNATIONAL Non-governmental originations. 
 UNESCO, has evolved a plan of action to help member states in all regions of the world to eradicate illiteracy by the year 2000. The ten year period 1990-2000 emerges as the international Decades for Literacy during which not only illiterates would be made literate but also they would be kept literate. This necessitates restructuring the existing ones and setting up new structures whenever needed at village, town, and district level, during the decade so that those who have been made literate can use literacy in their daily lives through reading, writing, discussing, and making other communities.  
The above total literacy campaign by UNESCO will help to achieve the objective of literacy for all by 2000 AD which has been mentioned in the National Policy on Education 1986 and enunciated in the programme of action 1986.    
Meaning of the distance education. 
Literary the term distance education means that mode of the education which is given by the university or any other institution of learning to the students who reside at a distance from the university and who are not able to come to university for one or the other. In such a system students remain at home and lesions are sent to them by post. Lessons are also telecast/broadcasted by TV/radio to clarify any doubt, students are free to contact the teachers during the contact programmes 
so, instead of students coming to receive education, education is given is them at their door steps. 
         Distance education is a variety /type of non formal education. It is also known by many terms such as “Distance teaching” Open learning education, corresponding learning etc. Such a system is becoming popular day by day. 
Need and importance of distance education 
     Distance education has emerged in various advanced countries of the world to meet the new aspiration of the peoples which emerge due to explosion of needs. Need and importance of distance education can be described under the following headings:- 
1. Explosion of knowledge: -   In recent years knowledge is spreading very fast due to rapid scientific and technological advancements. The formal system of education on account of its rigidity and high cost is unable to meet the present requirements. So there is need of updating knowledge of means of distance education. 2. Explosion of population OR Meet the requirements of population Explosion:- The population explosion has resulted in the corresponding increase in students. As a result the formal education system is not in a position to tolerate the burden of education of students. It only serves a limited no of students on account of  Limited seats for enrolment.  Admission and examination requirement  Full-time and long study periods.  High per capita cost of education and so on.     
         So many students fail to get admission in educational institution. Hence there is a need of distance education. 
Varied Needs:- Distance education is needed to satisfy the varied needs of varied students. Varied needs of students may not be satisfied by formal system of education. 
Earning while learning:-D.E is especially needed for those who want to learn while earning. 
Geographical useful:-D.E fulfills the educational needs of those who are geographically for away from formal institutions. 
Universal Education: - D.E is needed to achieve the cherished goal of the nation for universalization of education. 
For different Ages:- D.E can be used to teach people of different ages and to teach courses from a wide- range of discipline area both vocational and non- vocational. 
Salient Features of Distance Educational 
1. A Self –Learning Method: - The student has to depend more o his initiative and motivation than anything used in distance education. 2. No-class Room Teaching:-Class room teaching is absent in distance education and instructions are imparted or through contact programmes to students. 3. Flexible: - D.E flexible with regard to qualification for entry. Secondly, it is flexible in the sense that a course can be completed in a number of fears. 4. Cheaper: - D.E is less expensive than formal education .But it doesn’t mean that degrees awarded by D.E is low standard. 5. Effective:- D.E is psychologically and sociologically sound and effective because the learner makes the programme according to his own  capacity ,nothing is imposed from outside. 6. Easy Access: - D.E is available in areas where there is no school or college. It can reach any remote or far off areas of the country. 7. Mass education: - D.E is a system of mass education. It is method of imparting education to the millions who find no time to have opportunity to study regarding in any institution.  8. Use of mass media or education through mass media:-  Distance education uses media like radio, T V ,computer etc. 9. Economical: - Distance education is economical. 10. Learner centered: - It is a learner centered. It concentrates on the needs and conveniences of the learner. The 
leaner learns at his own pace and conveniences .He has the freedom to choose courses, according to his own choice. 
 
Open University System: 
 The idea behind the Open University system is bring education to the very door steps of the learners, open university can be viewed as a quality institution direct to meet the needs of highly motivated adults lacking the necessary formal qualifications or means of joining a university on a full time basis. It is a mthod of providing education to a mass audience at a reduced for pupil cost. It is an attempt at exploiting scarce resources to achieve greater effectiveness. It makes use of new and in conventional methods of instructions and exploits new technologies. Academic standard are protected zealously by an academic advisory committee and external examiners. 
Objectives:- 
 To offer degree or diploma course through correspondence in wide range of subjects both academic and professional.  To organize part-time or evening census at existing education centers.  To organize in service professional programmes like Seminars, workshops, summer institutes, conferences and short term courses.+ 
Aims of Open University:- 
 To reduce the rush to colleges.  To enable the students to earn while they earn.  It is a second chance to many, you learn while you sit at home.  To take education to hills and remote areas.  To provide guidance and counseling to people. 
Disadvantages:- By opening Open University and allowing people to improve the qualification indiscriminately, by giving them degrees, are we not adding further to the pool of 
IGNOU-Indira Gandhi National Open University:- The IGNOU will be passed by parliament in August 1985. The act came into force on Sep. 
20, 1985. Professor G. Rama Reddy assumed the university. The foundation stone was laid by the Prime Minister. 
Objectives: 
1. To provide greater equality of opportunity of access to higher education. 2. To provide educational opportunities for those who missed such opportunities when they were young. 3. For those who would like to have access to higher education through out their lives etc. 
Features:- 
1. Freedom and flexibility in choosing any combination of courses. 2. Self pacing - one can study according to one’s own pace and convenience. 3. Quality of teaching is high because it tapes the best expertise available in the country for preparing its educational programmes etc.
